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reopening
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Subscribe The bridgeis scheduledo reopenin
Septembe007. Meanwhile,workersare examiningand repairingsix of the bridgeOs
sevensupportbaseswhich extendunderwater.

Cofferdamsare beingusedto hold backthe waterandallow crewsto work in relative
drynesson the bed of the Tennesse®iver asthey restorethe bridge piers.
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"WeOvéhadto work with cofferdamson two of the piersanduseddivers on the others,
Mr. Britton said."Most of the structuralwork on the original hasheld up overthe years.
They did a goodjob in 1914."

lan Engstrom,an engineerwith ParsonsTransportationGroup, said remnantsof the
original projectare being discoveredaboveand below the waterline.

"The methodsthey usedto constructthat bridge are a lot differentfrom today," he said.
"It wasmore peoplewith shovelsthanexcavators."

Divers determinedthat the two piersthat supportthe bridgeO810-foot-longsteeldeck
andits lifting mechanisncould be repairedby diversandwould not requireinstalling
the temporarydams.

"Therewill be someunderwaterconcretingand epoxy injections,but nothing serious,"
Mr. Engstromsaid."This is very normaltype stuff. Similar work hasbeendoneat the
Chickamaugébam and Lock."

It is the laborintensivedetail work that posesproblemstoday, officials said.

Guardrails,concretesheathinghat coversstructuralpiecesand supportsfor streetlights
all showdesignand craftsmanshipghat areraretoday, Mr. Engstromsaid.

"I hopeeverybodygetsan opportunityto seethe detail work on the parapetsand bridge
railings," he said."Thoseare someof the mostcomplicated."

Bob Brown, Tennesse®epartmenbf Transportatiorregionaldirector, said he doesnot
know if therearefinal plansfor the streetlights.

"We are satisfiedthat everythingis going goodand seemso be on schedule,'Mr.
Brown said.

E-mail Mike OONeaht moneal@timesfreepress.cdST FACTS Six of the bridgeOs
sevenpiersreachthe riverbed.

Two 50 horsepowemotorswill replacethe 25 horsepowemotorsthat lift andlower
the bridge.
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The 310-footbascule the tilting centersection,cost$161,000in 1917.

Top of page

Marketplace | Jobs | Homes | Cars | Other Classifieds | Coupons | Place an Ad

30f3 8/1/0610:07 AM



