
Chattanooga Times Free Press http://www.tfponline.com/QuickHeadlines.asp?sec=l&URL=http%...

1 of 3 8/1/06 10:07 AM

Marketplace | Jobs | Homes | Cars | Other Classifieds | Coupons | Place an Ad

Homepage

 Sections

Breaking News

Local / Region

National / 

International

Business

Life

Sports

Community News

Blogs

 Quicklinks

Place An Ad

Breaking News 

Updates

Submit Events

Archives

Photo Gallery

Photo Reprints

Lottery Results

 Site Services

Contact Us

Subscribe

Advertising

profile update

password reminder

FAQ

Feedback

Tuesday, August 01, 2006

Nearly halfway there

Work on Market Street Bridge on 

schedule for September 2007 

reopening
By Mike OÕNeal Staff Writer

Restoration and structural work on the 

89-year-old Chief John Ross (Market 

Street) Bridge is proceeding on schedule, 

officials said.

Last September the bridge was closed to 

allow work to begin on a $13 million 

restoration of the structure that spans the 

Tennessee River in Chattanooga. Since 

then, some of the concrete bridge deck has 

been poured and wider sidewalks are being 

installed. However, much detailed work 

remains. "The most difficult piece of work 

will be recreating the handrails," said Jerry 

Britton, project supervisor for Mountain 

State, the Durham, N.C.-based contractor. 

"Each piece is different."

The bridge is scheduled to reopen in

September 2007. Meanwhile, workers are examining and repairing six of the bridgeÕs

seven support bases, which extend underwater.

Cofferdams are being used to hold back the water and allow crews to work in relative 

dryness on the bed of the Tennessee River as they restore the bridge piers.
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"WeÕve had to work with cofferdams on two of the piers and used divers on the others,"

Mr. Britton said. "Most of the structural work on the original has held up over the years.

They did a good job in 1914."

Ian Engstrom, an engineer with Parsons Transportation Group, said remnants of the 

original project are being discovered above and below the waterline.

"The methods they used to construct that bridge are a lot different from today," he said. 

"It was more people with shovels than excavators."

Divers determined that the two piers that support the bridgeÕs 310-foot-long steel deck

and its lifting mechanism could be repaired by divers and would not require installing

the temporary dams.

"There will be some underwater concreting and epoxy injections, but nothing serious," 

Mr. Engstrom said. "This is very normal type stuff. Similar work has been done at the 

Chickamauga Dam and Lock."

It is the labor intensive detail work that poses problems today, officials said.

Guardrails, concrete sheathing that covers structural pieces and supports for street lights 

all show design and craftsmanship that are rare today, Mr. Engstrom said.

"I hope everybody gets an opportunity to see the detail work on the parapets and bridge 

railings," he said. "Those are some of the most complicated."

Bob Brown, Tennessee Department of Transportation regional director, said he does not 

know if there are final plans for the streetlights.

"We are satisfied that everything is going good and seems to be on schedule," Mr. 

Brown said.

E-mail Mike OÕNeal at moneal@timesfreepress.com FAST FACTS Six of the bridgeÕs

seven piers reach the riverbed.

Two 50 horsepower motors will replace the 25 horsepower motors that lift and lower 

the bridge.
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The 310-foot bascule, the tilting center section, cost $161,000 in 1917. 
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