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County, Ala., and Catoosa and Walker counties in Georgia were found last April to be in nonattainment of
federal air quality standards.

The required paperwork was submitted to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency before the April
2006 deadline, according to Karen Rhodes of the regional planning agency.

"Right now, everything already approved (in the 25-year plan) seems to meet standards," she said.

Part of the planning organization’s mission is scheduling projects to minimize inconvenience. A case in
point was the delay of the Market Street Bridge renovation until the Olgiati Bridge widening and the 21st
Century Waterfront project both were completed.

"It is not just a bridge but also a neighborhood that is being rebuilt," said Linda Todd, president of the
North Chattanooga Chamber Council. "The bridge (work) is a minor inconvenience that doesn’'t seem to be
slowing anything down."

Officials have not only slowed but delayed two road projects originally scheduled to start this year.

Widening Ashland Terrace between Red Bank and Hixson Pike has been postponed until 2008, and
bids to replace a Shallowford Road bridge across Chickamauga Creek near Airport Road have been
shifted from October 2006 to April 2007, Ms. Osborne said.

Chattanooga officials said bids for work on Ashland Terrace were rescheduled due to
higher-than-anticipated material costs related to Gulf Coast rebuilding. TDOT officials said the Shallowford
Road bridge work is being postponed because permits are awaiting approval.

The next major Interstate 75 project in Tennessee will occur within months of the completion of I-75
exits at the Enterprise South industrial park.

A reconfiguration of the Ooltewah exit on Interstate 75 will start early next year, Ms. Osborne said.

"The Ooltewah exit will have a total makeover," she said. "All right-of-way acquisition is complete."

As part of that project, Hunter and Mountain View roads will be shifted farther west, the Waffle House
and some other businesses will be relocated, a new ramp will connect U.S. Highway 11 to I-75

southbound and new traffic lights will go up at the I-75/U.S. Highway 11 ramps.

In addition to new ramps, lanes will be added to Hunter and Mountain View roads, U.S. Highway 11 and
Hunter Road at Ooltewah-Harrison Road, Ms. Osborne said.

In North Georgia, major projects up for bid this fall include adding turn lanes at the intersection of
Battlefield Parkway and Pine Grove Road and widening Cloud Springs Road from Interstate 75 north to
U.S. Highway 41.  Other upcoming projects in Catoosa, Dade and Walker counties this year mainly
involve maintenance work, transportation official said.

"Every state’s transportation department has more needs than funds," Georgia Department of
Transportation spokesman Mohamed Arafa said. "There is always more will than wallet."

E-mail Mike O’Neal at moneal@timesfreepress.com

1of2 4/6/06 2:31 PM



Roads http://epaper.wehco.com/Repository/getFiles.asp?Style=OliveXLib:A...

:ﬂ
Staff Photo by Kathleen Greeson Road construction continues on Signal Mountain Road. Work is scheduled to
be complete in May.
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