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Bridge renovation project hits snag

By Mike O’Neal Staff Writer

Design changes are causing delays in the renovation of ChattanoogaOsMarket Street Bridge, officials
said.

Building the coffer dams that are necessary for crews to work at the base of the bridgeOssupports on
the riverbed has been put on hold because of design changes, project officials said. Coffer dams are
watertight enclosures about 25 feet deep around a bridgeOgpiers that are pumped dry so crews can work.

"Since Hurricane Katrina, weOveseen big increases in the price of wood, plywood and some steel
products," said Jerry Britton, site supervisor for Mountain States, the project contractor.

Those price increases should not be passed along to the taxpayer, said Tennessee Department of
Transportation spokeswoman Jennifer Osborne.

"Bids for projects include a set price and completion date," she said.

All materials necessary for the work as originally specified are on site, Mr. Britton said. However,
modifications to the size of coffer dams are being made, he said.

When workers complete work on one pier, they flood the coffer dam, take it apart and reassemble it at
the next bridge pier.

But because the structures affect navigation, U.S. Coast Guard approval is needed before any plan
modifications can be implemented.

While awaiting an OK on the design changes, workers are focusing their attention on other parts of the
project, officials said.

lan Engstrom, a Parsons Transportation Group engineer, said when setting up the first coffer dam,
older footing was discovered. That meant the size of the coffer dams had to be increased, he said.
Worries about delays and the ability to complete the job are overblown, he said.

"The U.S. Coast Guard is aware of the urgency, but they have to deal with navigation concerns," he
said.

If changing the coffer dam configuration is disallowed, Mr. Engstrom said plans would change again,
which would increase the difficulty of the project.

_"You are working with something old that requires protection and preservation,” he said. E-mail Mike
OONeaht moneal@timesfreepress.com
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Staff Photoby KathleenGreesonWork continues on the Market Street Bridge renovation project Friday
afternoon. The renovations are expected to be finished within two years.
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